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Emporia’s Parade will be on 

 November 11, 9:30 a.m. 

We will meet at our regular spot,  

on the corner of 4th and Mechanic Street. 

We hope to see you there! 

 

 

 

Emporia’s “It’s a Country Christmas Parade” will be on 

Tuesday, December 2, 7:00 p.m.  

There will be a  

Dedication and Lighting ceremony  

at 6:30 p.m.  

The line up area will be posted once we 

get closer to time. So decorate those 

tractors and show off your off your ride. 

Calendar of Events 

Nov. 9-Meeting at 2:00 
p.m., Extension Office 

Nov. 11-Veteran’s Day 
Parade, 9:30 p.m. 

Dec. 14-Meeting at 2:00 
p.m., Extension Office 

Feb. 21-Annual Meeting 
& Dinner, Pizza Ranch 

 

 

We wish everyone a 

Happy  

Thanksgiving  

& 

Merry  

Christmas! 



It was a beautiful fall day for 

a drive!  We started at 

Bazaar, drove to Matfield 

Green; we had lunch in one of 

the parks there.  Then 

following other roads looping 

back to Bazaar. 

We drove approximately 40 

miles, through creek bottoms, 

ridges, and open range land. 

Join us next year! 

October 4th  

Chase County Tractor Drive 

 

Thank you to Heather Brown for sharing your  

pictures! 

 

Thank you, Rodney Whitaker for  



 

STEAM IN THE FIELDS 

 

Advertisement for the Frick farm engine, 1878. The museum's Frick Eclipse is currently on 
display at the National Museum of Industrial History in Bethlehem, PA. 

 
For millennia farming was accomplished with human and animal power. Some of the earliest 
engines began appearing in fields in the mid-1800s. Wood, coal, and even straw fueled a fire 
to heat water that generated steam to power the engine. Some farmers bought these portable 
steam engines to run equipment like circular saws for construction or threshing machines for 
separating and cleaning grain. Steam engines made farmwork less reliant on human brawn or 
animal power. 



TRACTOR PULL AT DALE DELONG’S 
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Thank you, Dale & Bobbie DeLong for hosting this tractor 

pull! There were 47 pulls.  It was a beautiful day for playing 

with tractors! 

Sorry about the yellow rope going through 

the picture! 

 



INSIDE STORY HEADLINE Hart-Parr Tractors 
After graduating from the University of Wisconsin, Charles W. Hart 
and Charles H. Parr developed a two-cylinder gasoline engine and set 
up their business in Charles City, Iowa. In 1903 the firm built fifteen 
tractors (a term coined by Hart and Parr), and the 14,000 pound #3 
is the oldest surviving internal combustion engine tractor in the Unit-
ed States. The two-cylinder engine has a unique hit-and-miss firing 
cycle that produced 30 horsepower at the belt and 18 at the drawbar. 

The tractor worked on the George Mitchell farm near Charles City for 
twenty-three years. Realizing the historic importance of Hart-Parr 
#3, the Oliver Tractor Corporation (which had absorbed Hart-Parr) 
purchased the tractor and used it to demonstrate the quality of the 
firm's products. In 1960, Oliver made a gift of #3 to the Smithsonian. 

When it arrived at the National Museum of American History, it was 
painted solid black and did not have a canopy. Despite its unauthen-
tic appearance, it remained on exhibit for years. In 2003 the Smith-
sonian agreed to a restoration plan, and a team from Greenville, Illi-
nois, composed of Oliver and Sherry Schaeffer, John W. Tichenor, 
Doug Strawser, and Todd Stockwell restored #3 to its original color 
and fabricated a new canopy. The Smithsonian's Larry Jones coordi-
nated the work. Restoration was funded by the Hart-Parr/Oliver Col-
lectors Association. 

The restoration project was fully documented both by photographs 

and by a journal kept by John W. Tichenor. When #3 appeared at the 

I & I Antique Tractor festival in Penfield, Ill., in 2003, oral history 

interviews were done with members of the Mitchell family, the Hart 

family, and the key people who did the restoration work. 

 

MARK YOUR  

CALENDARS 
 

The FHAPA Annual 

Meeting will be  

• Saturday, Febru-

ary 22.  

• We will meet at  

       Pizza Ranch, 

       3000 W. 18th, 

       Emporia. 

More details in next 

newsletter. 

“Preserving the Past for the Future” 

  5 

The Hart-Parr Tractor is on 

loan to The National Museum 

of Natural History.  

Credit Line:Gift of Oliver 
Corporation 
Date Made:1903 
Company Co-Owner:Hart, 
Charles W.Parr, Charles 
H.User:Mitchell, George-
Maker:Hart Parr Tractor 



Flint Hills Antique 

Power Association 

President: 

Patrick Foraker 

620-794-4754 

Patrick@theforakers.com 

WEBSITES & INFO FOR YOU 

• https://edgeta.com/    Our National organization’s 

newsletter and information is on this website. 

• https://www.facebook.com/

FlintHillsAntiquePowerAssociation 

• The National Show for 2026 will be in the North West 

Region. It will be held in Huntley, Montana August 

15th-16th. This is always a great show with threshing, 

great displays and steam traction engines. Plan now to 

attend. Now we need to come up with a place for 

2027. This will be in the South West Region. Any 

branch in the SW Region should bring this up at a 

board meeting and decide if your group wants to host 

a National Show and contact either your Director, Ron 

Hanson. In 2028 the National Show will be in the 

Eastern Region again.  

 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

Flint Hills Antique 
Power Association 

 
 

1751 Road 175 
Emporia, KS 66801 


